Do cognitive deficits in juvenile bipolar disorder persist into adulthood?
This article reviews neuropsychological research in adults with bipolar disorder and compares the findings with emergent data on neuropsychological function in juvenile bipolar disorder. Despite a recent surge of interest in childhood onset bipolar disorder, there remains a scarcity of neuropsychological literature investigating this population. From the study of adult bipolar disorder a substantial body of literature points to the existence of trait deficits in verbal and executive function that are detectable even during euthymia. In the nascent literature on neuropsychology in early onset bipolar, there is growing evidence to suggest that some of the deficits apparent in adults are also discernible in adolescents. Precise knowledge about when, how, and why these deficits appear requires future research of prodromal changes in neurocognition in childhood and adolescent bipolar disorder.